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Special Law Enforcement Commissioned Fish and Wildlife Officers are pictured with 
the Ute Tribe Business Committee and Acting BIA Chief of Police at a special meeting. 
Pictured left to right: Jose Diaz, Curtis Chapoose, Robert Johnson, Councilwoman Per-
cel Cesspooch, Cleveland Murray, Vice Chairman Mike Natchees, JT Murray, Emmett 
Duncan, Chairman Shaun Chapoose, Chief Eddie Smart, Terrance Cuch. Not pictured 
are Siyota FastHorse, Tess Ridley, and Jordan Tabbee. (Janae Duffy, UB)

Special Law Enforcement Commissions issued to Ute 
Tribe Conservation Officers after 12-year wait

on Indian Boarding School Poli-
cies Act to formally investigate, 
document, and report on boarding 
schools, their policies, and the gen-
erational effects on Native Ameri-
can peoples. We must support the 
healing of survivors, descendants, 
and tribal communities. Many of 
the children never returned home to 
their families or their communities. 
May they never be forgotten.”
— Rep. Teresa Leger Fernández, 
New Mexico - District 3

The National Native American 
Boarding School Healing Coalition 
(NABS) welcomes this recognition 
and emphasizes that remembrance 
must be accompanied by meaning-
ful action.

For generations, Native families 
and communities have carried the 
consequences of a federal system 
that forcibly separated children 
from their families, communities, 
languages, cultures, and identities. 

“September 30 is a day to remem-
ber our relatives and honor the 
survivors, families, and communi-
ties who have carried this history 
for generations,” said NABS Chief 
Executive Officer, Nikki Santos 
(Coeur d’Alene Tribe). “Remem-
brance gives us an opportunity to 
honor their lives, listen

(More on page 6) 

(Commission Continued on Page 9)

Bureau of Indian Affairs Acting Chief of Police Eddie Smart met with the 
Ute Tribe Business Committee on September 2, 2026 to give them the 
status of BIA-issued Special Law Enforcement Commissions (SLEC). 
Chief Smart recounted BIA’s discontinuance of the SLEC’s in 2011, stat-
ing that having the authority to maintain the SLEC “is a big deal”. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 15, 2026

Representative Teresa Leger Fernández Honors 
Indian Boarding School Relatives Ahead of Sep-
tember 30 Day of Remembrance
WASHINGTON, D.C. — Today, 
in recognition of the September 
30 National Day of Remembrance 
for Indian Boarding School survi-
vors, Representative Teresa Leger 
Fernández (D-NM) took to the floor 
of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives to honor the Native children, 
families, survivors, and descendants 
impacted by the Indian boarding 
school system.

September 30 is a day to remem-
ber the children who were forcibly 
removed from their families and 
communities, honor the survivors 
and relatives who continue to carry 
this history, and recognize the en-
during impacts of Indian boarding 
school policies on Native peoples 
and Tribal communities.

In remarks on the House floor, Rep. 
Leger Fernández highlighted the 
importance of recognizing the Na-
tional Day of Remembrance and the 
responsibility to continue pursuing 
truth, justice, and healing for those 
impacted by the federal Indian 
boarding school system. 

“Across New Mexico, there were 
52 Indian boarding schools where 
Native children were forced to 
relinquish their own indigenous 
heritage and language. I call upon 
my colleagues to support HR 7325 
the Truth and Healing Commission 

Women Business Committee Honored and community gathers for 3rd Annual Noochew Days
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	 The Ute Bulletin is published bi-monthly by the Ute Indian Tribe Ute Bulletin staff.  
Our paper is printed and mailed Thursday from the Las Vegas, Nevada post office.
	 Editorials and articles appearing in the Ute Bulletin are the sole responsibility of the 
author and do not reflect the opinions, attitude, and/or philosophy of the Ute Bulletin or 
the Ute Indian Tribe. 
	 The Ute Bulletin provides the Ute Tribal Membership with information presenting both 
sides to an issue, whenever possible. Articles, poetry, or artwork appearing in the Ute 
Bulletin is the property of the author or artist.  Any use of these materials without consent 
is considered unlawful.  
	 The Ute Bulletin encourages submissions of articles, letters to the Editor, poetry, short 
stories, commentaries, artwork and/or photographs. Only those letters signed with your 
legal name may be printed. 
	 Submit change of address requests to The Ute Bulletin directly.
	 Public Relations news radio announcements may be forwarded by email to the Ute 
Bulletin by 12 noon on Monday. Transcribed copies of Ute News is available every Tuesday 
at 12:00 p.m. at the Ute Bulletin office.
	 When submitting information, photos, or flyers, please submit in the format of a Word 
document, submit photos in the form of jpeg, and submit flyers in the form of Adobe PDF 
or  the original digital creation. This will ensure that submissions can remain in good 
quality when printed.
	 The Ute Bulletin and Ute News are posted on the Ute Indian Tribe website at www.
utetribe.com
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(Meat Continued from Page 8)

to their stories, and recommit ourselves to the work of truth and healing. 
We are grateful to see this history recognized on the House floor, and we 
must continue turning recognition into meaningful action for survivors, 
descendants, and Tribal communities.”

NABS encourages members of Congress to support H.R. 7325, the Truth 
and Healing Commission on Indian Boarding School Policies Act, as 
an important step toward advancing truth, justice, and healing. (Sherrie 
Catanach (Pueblo of Pojoaque), Director of Communications, National 
Native American Boarding School Healing Coalition, scatanach@nab-
shc.org)

Public Health Reminder: Safe Handling of Raw Meat During Hunting Season

As hunting season approaches, it’s a great time to refresh our knowledge of safe food handling 
practices. Whether you’re processing wild game or preparing meat at home, proper handling 
helps protect you, your family, and others from foodborne illness.

Safe Food Handling Tips:

 Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and warm water before and after handling raw meat.

 Prevent cross-contamination by keeping raw meat separate from ready-to-eat foods. Use sepa-
rate cutting boards, knives, and utensils whenever possible.

 Clean and sanitize countertops, cutting boards, knives, meat grinders, and other food prepara-
tion equipment after each use.

 Keep meat cold. Refrigerate or freeze meat promptly. Maintain refrigeration at 40°F (4°C) or 
below and freeze meat if it will not be used within a few days.

 Cook meat to a safe internal temperature using a food thermometer. Color alone is not a reli-
able indicator of doneness.

 Store leftovers safely by refrigerating cooked food within two hours (or within one hour if 
temperatures are above 90°F).

Additional Tips for Hunters:

 Wear disposable or washable gloves when field dressing and processing game, especially if you 
have cuts or abrasions on your hands.

 Field dress harvested animals as soon as possible to help cool the carcass and reduce bacterial 
growth.

 Avoid contaminating the meat with stomach or intestinal contents during field dressing. If con-
tamination occurs, trim away affected tissue and clean the area with potable water if available.

 Keep the carcass clean and dry. Avoid dragging animals through mud, standing water, or other 
sources of contamination whenever possible.

 Cool the meat quickly. Warm temperatures allow bacteria to multiply rapidly. In warmer weath-
er, prioritize getting the carcass cooled and refrigerated or processed as soon as possible.

 Use clean knives, saws, and processing equipment. Wash and sanitize tools between animals 
and after processing.

 Transport game in clean containers or coolers and keep it chilled with ice or frozen gel packs. 
Prevent the meat from sitting in standing water from melting ice.

 Do not harvest or consume animals that appear sick or are acting abnormally. Report unusual 
wildlife illnesses or die-offs to the Ute Tribe Fish and Wildlife Department.

 Avoid consuming raw or undercooked wild game. Proper cooking helps reduce the risk of food-
borne illnesses and parasites.

 Package meat properly in airtight freezer paper or vacuum-sealed bags, label each package 
with the species and processing date, and freeze promptly for best quality.

A successful hunt doesn’t end with the harvest—it ends with safely prepared meals shared with 

Public Health Reminder: Safe Handling of Raw Meat During Hunting Season
As hunting season approaches, it's a great time to refresh our knowledge of safe food 
handling practices. Whether you're processing wild game or preparing meat at home, 
proper handling helps protect you, your family, and others from foodborne illness.

Safe Food Handling Tips:
	 Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and warm water before and after han-

dling raw meat.
	 Prevent crosscontamination by keeping raw meat separate from readytoeat 

foods. Use separate cutting boards, knives, and utensils whenever possible.
	 Clean and sanitize countertops, cutting boards, knives, meat grinders, and 

other food preparation equipment after each use.
	 Keep meat cold. Refrigerate or freeze meat promptly. Maintain refrigeration at 

40°F (4°C) or below and freeze meat if it will not be used within a few days.
	 Cook meat to a safe internal temperature using a food thermometer. Color 

alone is not a reliable indicator of doneness.
	 Store leftovers safely by refrigerating cooked food within two hours (or within 

one hour if temperatures are above 90°F).
Any tribal member who has concerns about participating in a hunt involving an animal that 
may be ill, or who does not wish to assume the associated risks, may elect not to participate 
and may return their hunting permit to the Fish and Wildlife Office. The decision to partic-
ipate in the hunt, as well as the decision to harvest an individual animal, rests with each 
individual hunter. As with all hunting activities, there is an inherent degree of uncertainty 
regarding the condition of an animal encountered in the field and whether that animal will 
ultimately be suitable for harvest and consumption. Hunters who harvest an animal that 
appears to be ill should contact the Ute Tribe Fish and Wildlife Department and follow the 
guidance of appropriate wildlife and public-health officials regarding the suitability of the 
meat for consumption. Hunters should also follow all applicable recommendations con-
cerning the proper handling, processing, and cooking of the meat. All hunters are to exer-
cise caution, use sound judgment, and follow established wildlife and public-health guid-
ance throughout the hunting and processing of harvested animals. Thank you to all tribal 
members and members of the public for your cooperation, understanding, and continued 
attention to these important matters. If you have further questions or concerns, please 
don’t hesitate to reach out!
Emergency Contact Numbers:
Ute Tribe Fish and Wildlife Department: 435-722-5511
Ute Tribe Fish and Wildlife Department Dispatch: 435-823-0983
BIA Dispatch: 435-722-2911
Your awareness and quick reporting help keep our community, families, and local wildlife 
safe. We appreciate your cooperation.
This is an official statement from the Ute Tribe Fish and Wildlife Department, with thanks 
from the Ute Tribe Fish and Wildlife, Big Game, and associated departments.
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Ute Tribe Senior Department
For Senior Department Information:

Dr. Ronee K Wopsock Pawwinnee Interim UIT Senior Director 435-823-1139
Or Shirley Murray Call 435-823-3119
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Star Quilt making at the Ute Tribe Senior Department Kathy Shavanaux is 
teaching the class - pictured is Kora Tapoof, Katherine Manning, Valo-
rie Tom, Barblene Reed, and Barbara M. Tabet. (Gwenita Pawwinnee,UB)

Ute Bulletin Archives Vol:24 No.13 July 11,1990 this was at the 4th of July Pow wow . The late 
Gladys Cohoe, Johnson, and the Late Lena Bush,
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OUT
-9:30am-3pm  
ASAPP/NCC 
HEALTH EDUCA-
TION ”Many Paths, 
One Community” 
Community Pre-
sentation at Fort 
Duchesne
-12:10-12:45pm 
PHDPP Zumba
-4:45pm U&O 
MOVE at PHDPP
-5-6pm Addict II 
Athlete at PHDPP
-LAST DAY Myton 
Ute Community 
Blanket and Coat 
Drive. Drop off 
at Ute Plaza and 
Myton Community 
Building

1       OCTOBER
-12pm PHDPP 
Group Fitness
-12pm PHDPP  
Yoga

2 3

HAPPY BDAY 
SHERRIE

4 5
-12 Noon DEAD-
LINE UTE NEWS 
AND UTE BULLE-
TIN
-3:45-5pm RECRE-
ATION Ute Warrior 
Running Club 
(ends 11/04/26)

6
12pm Ute News 
on Ute Bulletin 
Facebook
-10am PHDPP 
“What Can I Eat?” 
at Seniors
-12pm PHDPP 
Group Fitness

7
-12:10-12:45pm 
PHDPP Zumba
-3:45-5pm RECRE-
ATION Ute Warrior 
Running Club 
(ends 11/04/26)
-4:45pm U&O 
MOVE at PHDPP
-5-6pm Addict II 
Athlete at PHDPP

8
-12pm PHDPP 
Group Fitness
-12pm PHDPP  
Yoga

9 10

11 12
-12 Noon DEAD-
LINE UTE NEWS
-3:45-5pm RECRE-
ATION Ute Warrior 
Running Club 
(ends 11/04/26)

13
12pm Ute News 
on Ute Bulletin 
Facebook

-9am-4pm Hunts-
man Mammovan 
Screening and 
Education (Sched-
ule with Health 
Eduction at 435-
725-4987)
-10am PHDPP 
“What Can I Eat?” 
at Seniors
-12pm PHDPP 
Group Fitness

14

UTE
BULLETIN 

OUT
-9am-4pm Hunts-
man Mammovan 
Screening and 
Education (Sched-
ule with Health 
Eduction at 435-
725-4987)
-12:10-12:45pm 
PHDPP Zumba
-3:45-5pm RECRE-
ATION Ute Warrior 
Running Club 
(ends 11/04/26)
-4:45pm U&O 
MOVE at PHDPP
-5-6pm Addict II 
Athlete at PHDPP
-5-7:30pm ART 
EMPOWERS Fall 
Series (ages 6-17 
years) at St. Eliza-
beth’s

15
-9am-4pm Hunts-
man Mammovan 
Screening and 
Education 
-12pm PHDPP 
Group Fitness
-12pm PHDPP  
Yoga

16
-3rd Annual 
Uncompahgre 
Powwow, Mon-
trose, CO

17
-3rd Annual Un-
compahgre Pow-
wow, Montrose, 
CO

18 19
-12 Noon DEAD-
LINE UTE NEWS 
and UTE BULLETIN
-3:45-5pm RECRE-
ATION Ute Warrior 
Running Club 
(ends 11/04/26)

20
12pm Ute News 
on Ute Bulletin 
Facebook
 -10am PHDPP 
“What Can I Eat?” 
at Seniors
-12pm PHDPP 
Group Fitness

21
-12:10-12:45pm 
PHDPP Zumba
-3:45-5pm RECRE-
ATION Ute Warrior 
Running Club 
(ends 11/04/26)
-4:45pm U&O 
MOVE at PHDPP
-5-6pm Addict II 
Athlete at PHDPP
-5-7:30pm ART 
EMPOWERS Fall 
Series (ages 6-17 
years) at St. Eliza-
beth’s

22
-12pm PHDPP 
Group Fitness
-12pm PHDPP  
Yoga

23 24
-10am PHDPP 
Pumpkin Walk at 
PHDPP

25 26
-12 Noon DEAD-
LINE UTE NEWS
-3:45-5pm RECRE-
ATION Ute Warrior 
Running Club 
(ends 11/04/26)

27
12pm Ute News 
on Ute Bulletin 
Facebook
-12pm PHDPP 
Group Fitness

28

UTE
BULLETIN 

OUT
-9am-4pm Hunts-
man Mammovan 
Screening and 
Education 
-12:10-12:45pm 
PHDPP Zumba
-3:45-5pm RECRE-
ATION Ute Warrior 
Running Club 
(ends 11/04/26)
-4:45pm U&O 
MOVE at PHDPP
-5-6pm Addict II 
Athlete at PHDPP
-5-7:30pm ART 
EMPOWERS Fall 
Series (ages 6-17 
years) at St. Eliza-
beth’s

29
-12pm PHDPP 
Group Fitness
-12pm PHDPP  
Yoga

30
-12-3pm RECRE-
ATION Halloween 
Bash
-5-8pm FORT 
DUCHESNE COM-
MUNITY Monster 
Mash Madness at 
the Community 
building

HALLOWEEN

31

Call for Artwork and Submissions Email bulletin@utetribe.com

September/October Community Calendar
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October Nooch Words
  

pee-seevf-yew wildlife

nah-guhch big horn sheep

pahgeuh fish

took mountain lion

wah-cheech antelope

weeh-kw-seech pheasant

tah-ooch bison

pah-chook otter

kwee-yeh-guht bear

“Nooh wygyahvahdtoh” Let’s speak Ute
From Ute Language (Noohwygyahrahdtoh) and Traditions Department
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Shoshone Language Reunion 2026

News From Ute CountryUte Bulletin Page 5 (muhmuhgeenee)

SLR Handgame 2026
(Submitted)

Design & Layout by Neesah Kanip, UB

Community & Culture

Ute Proud Halftime
(Neesah Kanip, UB)

Material Game Winner: Jada Sam and Preston Sam
(Duckwater Shoshone & Choctaw Tribe)

Thank you Lilly Lang and Olo Cornpeach for pointing for the opposite 
side. Both teams did very good!

3-Man Tournament Places:

This year’s 26th Annual Shoshonean Language Reunion was held Septem-
ber 13th – 16th, 2026 in Wendover and Ibapah, UT. It was hosted by the 
Confederated Tribes of the Goshute Reservation by honoring the heritage, 
community, and future. “Standing Together Through Culture, Leadership, 
and Tradition.” Each morning of the reunion began with prayer during 
sunrise. To proudly gather to celebrate the teachings passed down through 
generations, the hardships our relations went through and overcame by 
strengthening the bonds of all tribes’. 
“Honoring Our Past, Celebrating Our Present, and Building Our Future 
Together.” 
The Official Goshute Tribal logo was created on June 12, 1975, by Robert 
Pete son of Leo Pete and Lillie Steele Pete. This emblem represents the 
heritage, identity, strength, and enduring spirit of the Confederated Tribes 
of the Goshute Reservation. 
On Sunday early registrars were open to check-in and enjoy a light meal 
and listen to three informational slides about the Goshute History featur-
ing the Pia Toya Story. Welcoming the Conference on Monday was the 
host tribe Chairman Murphy and Shoshonean Reunion Executive Board. 
Throughout event all tribes created workshops in their tribal language, 
native plant demonstration, dance demonstrations (Gourd Dance, Social 
Dances, and Bear Dance), and knowledge of the Goshute Tribes. At the 
end of each day the various tribes held a giveaway on their designated 
days before closing out with a prayer and dinner. 

Acknowledge
Would like to acknowledge the importance of teamwork in achieving 

goals. Success is rarely the result of one person’s efforts alone. By work-
ing together, sharing knowledge, supporting one another, and combining 
our strengths, we can overcome challenges more effectively and accom-

plish objectives that might not be possible individually. Teamwork fosters 
trust, collaboration, and a shared commitment to excellence, making it a 

key factor in achieving meaningful and lasting results.

Next 5 Following year’s locations will be:
2027 – Southern Ute Tribe; Ignacio, CO

2028 – Ute Indian Tribe; Fort Duchesne, UT
2029 – Eastern Shoshone; Fort Washakie, WY

2030 – Comanche Nation; Lawton, OK

Pictured: Top (left to right) 
Richard Whiteplume, Francine 
Pete, Leana Copperfield, Margie 
Whiteplume, Rena Kanip, La-
donna Hardin, Charlene Dun-
can, Christine Santio, Kathleen 
Chegup, Roxy Myore, Rafael 
Ramirez, Eldora Perank, Percel 
Cesspooch, Ronee K Wopsock 
Pawwinnee, Venus Shavanaux, 
Melissa Post, Mary Colorow, 
Doylene Cesspooch, Everett 
Colorow, Robert Colorow, Korin 
Shavanaux-Dunn.
Middle; Noami Perank-Mc-
Curdy won 1st in the Frybread 
Contest on September 15, 2026 
at the Shoshonean Language 
Reunion.
Bottom; Korin Shavanaux-Dunn 
is instructing participants in the 
Headdress Warrbonnet Orna-
ment Making on the last day of 
the reunion, September 16, 2026
 (NK, UB)

3RD PLACE: Alfie, Ardee, John

2ND PLACE: Kacie, Emmett, Jolan

1ST PLACE: Tonya, Nora, O

On September 19th the Ute Indian Tribe performed during the halftime 
for the University of Utah’s football game against the Utah State Aggies. 
Last month, on August 28th the University of Utah and the Ute Tribe 
renewed their memorandum of understanding, continuing a partnership 
that spans more the fifty years. 
Mark Harlan, University of Utah Athletics Director shares,” It is a tremen-
dous honor to use the Ute name for our athletics programs, and we are 
grateful for the special relationship that has been cultivated for the many 
years.” 
To read more @TheU at https://attheu.utah.ed/athletics/
university-ute-tribe-renew-shared-commitment-to-education-utes
Throughout the game special recognition was given to the Ute Tribe, 
starting with two individuals that attend the University Cliftene Duncan 
and Trigger Quilt, whom waved the Ute Proud flags. Secondly, The Ute 
Tribe Business Committee were honored with the ‘Ute Proud’ helmets, 
and lastly the Ute Tribe Royalty were presented pins with ‘ 2026 Ute 
Proud Football Game’. The pins were as appreciation of their time dedi-
cated to their title.



Academics and Education

On September 12, 2026, Painted Horse hosted their annual Bigfoot Trail Run 
and Bigfoot Howl!

The Bigfoot Trail kicked off at 7:30 a.m. and featured two trail options: a 
3-mile and an 8-mile course. Around 50 participants came out to enjoy the 
trails, with water stations along the routes for both walkers and runners. 
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Below left to right: Carolos Silva, Moses 
Serawop,, Lovie Ridley, Kendall Tav-
eapont, and Reelize Murray pictured at 
Liahona Cross Country Meet where the 
URHS Warriors represented their school 
well. (Submitted)

Top to bottom: Peescheu Noochew Days 
Track: Ute Fall colors and ribbon skirts and 
vests, Berry smashing (sensory activity); 
URHS Deer processing with Fish and 
Wildlife, bottom photos Ute Introductions 
with Ute Language and Traditions Depart-
ment and Ataya Cesspooch. (Submitted 
photos, Gwenita Pawwinee and Meya 
Vanvilay, UB)

URHS Home Meet: Kendall Taveapont came in 1st ,14th overall (time 
26:06); Reelize Murray came in 3rd (time 28.18) 20th overall; and Lovie 
Ridley, came in 24th overall, out of 47 runners.

Arturo Perez just missed out on a 
medal, placing 4th (time 21:35); 
Moses Serawop finishing 13th (time 
25.40) battling a cold he did a great 
job; and Carlos Silva finished 47th, 
battling a foot injury. 

Liahona Meet: Kendall came in 18th 
overall with boys running as well. 1st 
overall for the girls, time was 27:44 
(Submitted pictured left); and Lovie 
Ridley came in 33rd overall 6th on 
the girls team. out of 44 runners total, 
boys and girls. (Submitted by URHS 

Noochew Days Peescheu and URHS Student 
Track

Graduation depicts an end. Today is the beginning of the recovery and 
wellness journey, extending into aftercare treatment.
September 17, 2026 (Fort Duchesne, Utah) – Seventy-two days of inpa-
tient residential treatment were completed at the Transition Ceremony 
held at Red Pine Residential Treatment Center (RPRTC). Family, friends 
and community members were in attendance to mark this milestone.
The ribbon-tying ceremony historically begins the event as clients are 
able to express heartfelt desires as they transition out of Red Pine.
“This is my last ribbon I’m tying on here.” 
“This is what I needed to feel.”
“Failure comes with isolation, loneliness and self-pity.”
“I want my sobriety. Anger got me last time.”
Residential treatment is hard. Sobriety is hard. One stated how anxious 
they felt initially, “but then everything started to line up. Positive things 
started happening. I think that’s what sobriety is”.
One highlight for this session was the use of equine component. Brent 
Searle, Gene Roberts invited clients to the ranch to work with horses. He 
spoke to the value of the horse stating “Nobody knows that better than the 
Ute people.” Collaboration with Red Pine will be an ongoing endeavor, as 
well as into aftercare. The day before the Transition Ceremony they had a 

Big Foot Trail Run and Big Foot Howl

Big Foot Howling Con-
test winner: Luke Thomp-
son. (Meya Vanvilay, UB)

Warriors running well at meets

Health and Safety

Celebration of Life Luminary Event

 
 
 

 

 

 

Red Pine Residential Treatment Center Transi-
tion Ceremony

On September 18, 2026 AP&P, Prosecution, and SORNA hosted a Cele-
bration of Life Luminary Event at the Fort Duchesne Community Build-
ing from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The afternoon included a warm welcome, a photo wall, and a light meal 
provided by Sharmaine Blackhair, featuring homemade chicken noodle 
soup and yeast bread.

Remarks were shared by Anthony Guzman, who offered meaningful 
words of encouragement to our families and emphasized the importance 
of seeking help for our youth and young adults. Sometimes, life can feel 
like a difficult and lonely place in the dark, but when we talk, express 
ourselves, and bring our struggles into the light, we can begin to feel 
lighter and, most importantly, heard.

It is our responsibility as a community to take care of our people. Times 
are hard enough, but when we come together and support one another, we 
become stronger and help build a stronger future for the next generation.

Suicide is a very sensitive and difficult topic for families, especially for 
those who have already experienced it within their families. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with everyone who continues to endure this struggle.

(Luminary Continued on Page 8)

Painted Horse staff were also there to keep everyone 
fueled and hydrated with water, applesauce, electro-
lyte packets, and fruit.

Everyone who participated received a Bigfoot Trail 
plaque and a Bigfoot hat—a fun way to remember the 
day! 

Congratulations to Luke Thompson for winning the 
Bigfoot Howl! 

Overall, it was another fantastic and fun-filled event. 
Thank you to Painted Horse for hosting such a great 
community event every year! We’re already looking 
forward to next year! (Meya Vanvilay, UB)

(Red Pine Continued on Page 8)
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NATSUHEALTHCARE.COM

ADMISSIONS@NATSUHEALTHCARE.COMClinic: (435) 850-1823

Behavioral Health: (435) 714-7376

A culturally grounded residential treatment center supporting women in their
recovery from substance use, integrating trauma-informed care, clinical services,
and whole-person healing rooted in dignity, strength, and respect.

Reclaim past traditions, heal today, strengthen tomorrow and build healthier
generations through culturally centered medical and behavioral healthcare services.

Reclaim past traditions, heal today, strengthen tomorrow and build healthier
generations through culturally centered medical and behavioral healthcare services.

CONTACT US

A residential substance use treatment program for men that integrates clinical
care, trauma-informed practices, and culturally relevant healing, supporting
recovery, resilience, and reconnection to self, community, and purpose.

A structured intensive outpatient program for substance use
disorders offering clinical support, skill-building, and culturally
grounded guidance, helping individuals strengthen recovery,
build resilience, and move forward with purpose.

SPIRITUAL. MENTAL.SPIRITUAL. MENTAL.EMOTIONAL. PHYSICAL.

Start your
admissions

screening by
scanning the

QR code, or call
us for support.

An outpatient mental health program offering individual,
couples, and family therapy. Providing clinically grounded,
culturally responsive care that supports healing, connection,
and emotional well-being.

This is a paid advertisement - JD/UB

UTE INDIAN HOUSING AUTHORITY JOB VACANCIES:

Position: Foot Patrol 1

Hours: Part Time 	 Pay: $20/hr.

Position: Foot Patrol 2

Hours: Part Time	 Pay: $23/hr.

Position: Occupancy Manager			   Hours: Full Time	 Pay: 
DOE

Position: Accounting Specialist			   Hours: Full Time 	 Pay: 
DOE

Position: Warehouse Clerk				    Hours: Full Time 	
Pay: DOE

Position: Development & Modernization Director

Hours: Full Time 	 Pay: DOE

Necessary Requirements: • Must possess Valid Utah State Driver’s License • 
Submit a driving record from DMV with application     • Subjected to random 
Drug Testing • Upon successful hire, will be required to fulfill a Criminal History 
Background Check

To obtain an application online, visit: https://www.uteindianhousingauthority.
org/ or stop by our office located at 7700 E 800 S Fort Duchesne, Utah 84026. 
Submit application to: uiha@utetribe.com

Field Construction Laborer – Underground Utility & Highway Construc-
tion 
Location: Duchesne to Solider Creek Dam on US 40 (Utah) 
Employment Type: Full-Time 
Industry: Heavy Civil Construction | Underground Utilities | Highway 
Construction 
Build the Infrastructure That Keeps Communities Connected 
We are seeking hardworking, dependable Field Construction Laborers, 
Certified Fiber Optic Technicians, Concrete 
Forming and Finishers, and Certified Traffic Control Maintainers to join 
our growing underground utility and 
highway construction team. This position is ideal for individuals who 
enjoy working outdoors, take pride in quality 
workmanship, and are committed to safety.  
Davis Bacon Hourly Wage Rates as follows: 
Duchesne County:UT20260007     
General Labor rate$16.57 +fringe $2.58=$19.15     
Certified Fiber Optic Tech. rate $26.83     
Concrete Form & Finisher rate $21.21+fringe $2.87=$24.08  
Certified Traffic Control Maintainer rate $20.31+fringe $8.65=$28.96  
Wastach County:UT20260101 
General Labor rate$24.31+fringe $8.65=$32.96 
Certified Fiber Optic Technician rate $26.83 
Concrete Form & Finisher rate $21.21+fringe$2.87=24.08 
Certified Traffic Control Maintainer rate $20.31+fringe$8.65=$28.96 
As a member of our team, you will assist with the installation of under-
ground utility systems, roadway improvements, 
traffic control, and other heavy civil construction activities while work-
Why Join Our Team? 
We take pride in delivering high-quality underground utility and high-
way construction projects while maintaining a strong 
commitment to safety, teamwork, and integrity. We invest in our em-
ployees by providing training, opportunities for 
advancement, and a workplace where every team member contributes 
to building infrastructure that serves our 
communities. 
Contractor retains the right to reject any job applicants 
Contractor retains the right to dismiss any employee for just cause, 
including but not limited to: lack of necessary skills or 
training, inability to perform by virtue of state or federal law, breach of 
contractors standards of conduct. 
Apply today and become part of a team that's building the future—
one project at a time. 
Equal Opportunity Employer: We are an Equal Opportunity Employer 
and value diversity in our workforce. All 
qualified applicants will receive consideration for employment without 
regard to race, color, religion, sex, national 
origin, age, disability, veteran status, or any other protected status un-
der applicable law. As a supplement to the 
Equal Employment Act, we encourage employment of minorities con-
sistent with the Ute Tribe Preference in 
Employment Act and the intent of Section 122 of the Surface Transpor-
tation & Uniform Relocation Assistance 
Act of 1987 (STURRAA) 
Contact: Lisa Lee, Hidden Peak Electric Co., Inc. 
Phone: 801-262-5513 

Job Announcements for Ute Enterprise LLC 
visit www.utetribe.com
(Note: Tribal Preference will be exercised. All 
salaries are DOE and subject to change.) To 
obtain a Ute Enterprise LLC application stop by 
our office located 
7074 E 900 S in Fort Duch
esne, Utah, 84026 or store 
locations. Follow QR for 
application send to: enter
prisejobs@utetribe.comUte 
Enterprise Office. Follow QR for application 
send to: enterprisejobs@utetribe.com

Job Announcements for the Ute Indian Tribe and Ute Tribe Enterprises are 
available online at  www.utetribe.com  or at the Human Resource office. 
Current Job Opening:
Human Resource: Grievance Committee Member (2) 
Road Maintenance-IRR Transportation: Heavy Equipment Operator 
Road Maintenance-IRR Transportation: Road Maintenance Coordinator 
Grants Administration: Compliance Supervisor 
Road Maintenance-IRR Transportation: Director
Alcohol Substance Abuse Prevention: Clinical Director
Ute Family Service: Child Protection Specialist
Brownsfields: Coordinator 
Senior Citizens: Home Health Aide
Head Start Program: Health Specialist 
Head Start Program: Site Coordinator 
Head Start Program: Family Advocate
Education: Adult Education Coordinator 
Ute Family Service: Guardian AD Litem 
Water Rights: Field Technician 
Vital Statistics: Clerk (1-Whiteriver Band)
Vital Statistics: Clerk (1-Uncompahgre Band)
BIA/OJS Law Enforcement: Tribal Police Officer
UIT Security Department: Security Officer 
Water Rights: Ditch Rider
Ute Family Service: Social Worker 
Ute Tribe Public Transit: Transit Secretary 
Information Technology: Cyber Security Specialist 
Ute Energy Exploration & Marketing: Chief Executive Officer
Red Pine: Male House Manager
BIA Custodial: Custodian 
Air Quality: Indoor Air Technician 
Air Quality: Air Quality Specialist 
Minerals/Royalty Management: Compliance Specialist 
Uintah River High School: Bus Driver 

Ute Enterprise LLC Job Vacancies:
UOWS: Water Truck Driver
Ute Plaza: Deli Worker
Ute Plaza: Lead Cashier 
Ute Plaza: Produce Stocker
Ute Plaza: Grocery Stocker 
Ute Plaza: Lead Produce 
Ute Plaza: Grocery Lead 
Ute Petroleum Fort Duchesne: KKC Worker 
Ute Crossing Grill: Prep Cook
Ute Crossing Grill & Lanes: Pinchaser/Desk Clerk

This is a paid advertisement - JD/UB
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Pictured left: the most Reverend Oscal Solis and Ute Tribal members Jacqueline and 
Jerry Tapoof at the 85th Anniversary of St. Helen’s in Roosevelt, Utah. (JD, UB )
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(Commission Continued from Page 1)

Coins of success are displayed following Red Pine’s Transition Ceremony on September 
17, 2026 in Fort Duchesne, Utah. (Janae Duffy, UB)

Four Directions Prayer
Sunday September 20, 2026 (Roosevelt, Utah) - St. Helen’s Catholic 
church celebrated its 85th anniversary with a special mass. It was beauti-
fully reflective of this historic celebration and to welcome special guests, 
the media, visitors, and regular attendees. The Fort Duchesne St. Kateri 
Tekawitha Mission was also included in this special mass Sunday, ac-
cording to Pamela Martin. 

Jerry Tapoof was invited to offer a four directions prayer and entered be-
fore the procession, which was followed by most Reverend Oscar Solis, 
D.D., the 10th Bishop, Diocese of Salt Lake City. Reverend Solis is a 
familiar face and a gracious and charitable servant.

-

Mass at the St. Kateri Tekawitha Mission is every Wednesday at 4:30 pm. 
Everyone is invited. (Janae Duffy, UB)
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Irene Chimburas 
Gardner
Oct 24, 1941 - Sep 13, 2026
Whiterocks, UT
Irene Chimburas Gardner, age 84, of 
Whiterocks, passed peacefully from this 
life on September 13, 2026, at The Villa in 
Roosevelt, Utah, leaving behind a legacy of 
love, cultural pride, and quiet strength that 
touched everyone who knew her.

Born October 24, 1941 in Fort Duchesne, 
Utah, she was the third daughter of Smith Appawoots Chimburas and 
Grace Bascomb Chimburas. A beautiful and gracious woman, Irene 
dedicated her life to teaching and nurturing young children. After attend-
ing Utah State University and earning a Child Development Associate’s 
degree, she taught at the Ute Tribe Head Start program, shaping countless 
lives with her patience, kindness, and unwavering commitment to their 
growth.

Irene’s devotion to family was the heart of her life. She was a loving 
mother, aunt, sister, and relative whose care extended across generations. 
She grew up among a large and cherished family, surrounded by brothers 
and sisters who adored her. Her calm and caring disposition made her a 
refuge for those who needed comfort, guidance, or simply someone to 
listen. To her nieces, nephews, cousins, and extended relatives, Irene was 
a steady source of encouragement, protection, and unconditional love. 
Her family circle was vast, and she embraced each member – immediate 
and extended– as part of her daily life and identity.

Deeply connected to her Noochu (Ute) heritage, Irene valued the tradi-
tions, teachings, and ceremonies of her people. She often shared memo-
ries of the Bear Dance, Sundance, and other cultural gatherings, teaching 
her family not only the meaning of these events but also how to conduct 
themselves with respect, humility, and gratitude. Her cultural teachings 
remain a lasting gift, grounding her family in identity, tradition, and 
pride.

Irene was also a devout Episcopalian and an active member of St. Eliza-
beth’s in Whiterocks. Her faith was a source of strength and purpose, and 
she lived it with sincerity, compassion, and grace.

Irene is survived by her son, Wayne Gardner and his wife, September, 
and their children, Kiyamesha, Diana (Henry) Azouggagh, Shawsheen 
(Gary) John, Tirrell (Latasha) Gardner, Joshua Gardner, Troy Gardner; 
grandchildren, Cecelia, Robert, Leander, Amber, Jane, Alban, Ian, Mila, 
Teagan, Brighton, Gunther, Terron, Azra, Tetona, Xena Rose, Snyder 
grandchildren; her brother, Phillip Chimburas; sisters, Geneva Chim-
buras, Pauline Checora Black, Marion Serawaop; her nieces, Maclovia, 
Darrina, Jacqueline, Phileen, Demi, Petulia, Dorthela, Carla Rae, Kora, 
Nancy, Lelanie, Dixie, Stefanie, Fawn; nephews, Adam, Aaron, Greg, 
Carlo, Clark, Travis, Jerry, as well as many great-nieces and great-neph-
ews: Ione Louie-McGee, Red Sky Chimburas, Lakota Chimburas, 
Wambli Chimburas, Juan Chimburas, Tyler Greymoutain, Ceylon Grey-
mountain, Adrian Stevens, Ian Chas Stevens, Shaundeen White, Ceril J 
White, Lathanial White, Rachelle White, Denyce White, Blue Sky White, 
Dion Martinez, Adrian Martiez, Blue Martinez, Khler Evans, Daelyn 
Reed-Bascomb, Elton Kowchee, Marlita Sleeper, Shon Sleeper, Kath-
leena Kowchee, Adriana Kowchee, Ledrian Kowchee, Kiera Walker, 
Thalis Walker, Malloree Serawop, Johnny Roberts, Kelly Roberts, Kelsie 
Montana, Devin Montana, Dion Nicholson, Sharalyn Boyd, Virgil Boyd, 
Sonya Boyd, Perrylyn Tapoof, all who loved and cared for her deeply.

She was preceded in death by her parents; her sisters, Amelia Chimburas, 
Dennis Chimburas, Evelyn Tallbear and Mary C. White; aunts, Cora Bas-
comb, Bertha Chimburas Yump, Millie Tapoof, Ethel Tapoof; Lorna Bear, 
Alice Bascomb Sireech Provo Cuch, Ruth Quinn Cuch, Tillie Tapoof, 
Colleen Redfoot, Janet Cuch, Dolly Cuch, Cecelia Cuch, Marion Wall, 
Sandy Pike; uncles, Bert Tapoof; Leo Tapoof, Robert Tapoof, George 
Sireech, Julius Sireech, Charles Sireech, Vincent Sireech, Stanford Corn-
peach; her daughter, Vickie Snyder; her son, Whitney Gardner; her nieces 
Marlita, Leanne Thompson, Judith Redfoot, Cynthia Redfoot; and neph-
ews Dennis, Howard, Adrian “Smitty”, Silas, Darren Redfoot, and Duane 
“Parker” Redfoot.

In addition, Irene leaves behind a large extended family of cousins and 
relatives; who were woven into her daily life and regarded as part of her 
immediate family. Their love, presence, and shared history were central 
to Irene’s world, and each of them carries forward her memory with deep 
affection and gratitude.

Loved by many and remembered by all, Irene’s life was one of service, 
devotion, cultural pride, and gentle strength. Her legacy lives on in the 
family she cherished, the children she taught, and the community she 
uplifted. Her memory will remain a blessing and a guiding light for gen-
erations to come.

The family of Irene Chimburas Gardner wishes to express their heartfelt 
gratitude for your prayers, support, and presence. Thank you for honoring 
her life and legacy.

Funeral services will be held on Thursday, September 17, 2026, at 10:00 
a.m. at St. Elizabeth’s Episcopal Church in Whiterocks. There will be a 
wake on Wednesday after 4:00 p.m. at the Whiterocks Community Build-
ing.

Burial will be in the Ft. Duchesne Cemetery.

As part of the event, participants began creating their own luminaries, 
choosing their own designs and colors for the upcoming walk on Septem-
ber 30th at the Justice Center @ Sunrise. Participants also received swag 
bags filled with thoughtful items and resources for everyday coping and 
encouragement, including shirts, keychains, courage wristbands, pins, 
stickers, and water bottles.

Overall, it was a meaningful way to bring awareness to suicide preven-
tion, encourage conversations, and connect with our community.

A heartfelt thank you to AP&P, SORNA, and Prosecution for putting 
together this event and creating a space where our community can come 
together, support one another, and remind each other that we are not 
alone. (Meya Vanvilay, UB)

(Luminary Continued from Page 6)

The SLEC provides Federal commission to non-BIA officers who com-
plete necessary requirements. Ute Tribe Fish and Wildlife Supervisor 
Robert Johnson has ensured that his Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Officers have maintained proper compliance, with the documentation to 
support it, even though SLECs have not been issued. 

Qualifications to have an SLEC are Business Committee Resolution, 
complete Basic training, approval from Washington DC Central Office, 
District Office, 70% passing of CJC course, 2-day online CJIC course 
and pass the testing, 21 years old, post certification, department firearms 
qualification, no felonies, no misdemeanor domestic violence (which is 
automatic disqualification), no misdemeanors within 1 year, sign code 
of conduct, no court order prohibiting firearm, no physical impairment 
impeding performance, and a positive background investigation.

The SLEC provides its carrier with Federal protections, one of which is 
that if its carrier is assaulted, it is investigated as an assault on a Federal 
Officer. The SLEC must be renewed every 5 years.

The Ute Tribe Business Committee, some of whom have been part of this 
ongoing process for twelve years, were pleased to see it finally complete. 

Fish and Wildlife Director Johnson stated the SLEC will “protect officers 
and give them the confidence and the respect to show they have a job to 
do”. 

Chairman Shaun Chapoose stated, “I’m glad it’s finally done”.

The following officers are carriers of the SLEC: Robert Johnson, Terrance 
Cuch, Curtis Chapoose, Jordan Tabbee, Siyota FastHorse, Tess Ridley 
and Jose Diaz. (Janae Duffy, UB)

family and friends. By following proper food handling practices from the field to the table, you 
can help reduce the risk of foodborne illness and make the most of your harvest.

Thank you for doing your part to promote safe food handling and help ensure a healthy and 
successful hunting season for our community. Do not hesitate to call if you are concerned or have 
questions!

Emergency Contact Numbers:

Ute Tribe Fish and Wildlife Department: 435-722-5511

BIA Dispatch: 435-722-2911

Your awareness and quick reporting help keep our community, families, and local wildlife safe. 
We appreciate your cooperation.

This is an official statement from the Ute Tribe Fish and Wildlife Department, with thanks from 
the Ute Tribe Fish and Wildlife, Big Game, and associated departments.

(Meat Continued from Page 6)

(Red Pine Continued from Page 6)

luncheon at Red Pine to celebrate everyone’s progress and recovery.
It is collaborations of this nature that enhances the quality of treatment 
Red Pine offers. The clinical staff offered words of encouragement and 
counsel: “In addiction we’re lost in a way. We don’t know which way to 
go. Cling to the language, culture, and traditions.” Jonah Grant
“Even if you’re struggling it means you’re still willing to work on it.” 
Jordan Beck
To the families: “Shame-based motivation does not work. It doesn’t help 
your loved one move forward; it just takes them back to an unhelpful 
place.”
To the clients: “The way you get out of a place of shame is to set goals 
and move forward. This is a journey. Believe it. Feel it. Live it. Commit 
to it. Your addiction changed the way your brain works. You practiced 
your addiction, now practice your sobriety.”
RPRTC will be starting another session. Their number is 435-722-9906. 
(Janae Duffy, UB)
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