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Tribe will appeal Utah Federal District Court’s decision on split estate lands.  
 
Ft. Duchesne, UT, April 1, 2026 
 

The Ute Indian Tribe will appeal from the decision of the United States District Court for the 
District of Utah in Ute Indian Tribe v. Utah. 
 
The District Court’s decision is limited to 146,000 acres of land in the Uintah Vally Reservation, 
out of over 2.3 million acres within the original boundaries of the Uintah Valley Reservation, and 
over 4 million acres in the combined Uintah and Ouray Reservation.  For those sole lands at issue, 
the United States owns the minerals in trust for the Tribe, while the surface was patented to non-
Indians between 1905 and about 1920.  The District Court’s recent decision does not impact 
ownership of the surface or the minerals, but seeks to give the State regulatory authority over the 
federally owned minerals.  
 
The Tribe believes the appeal will present the exact same issue to the Tenth Circuit which that 
Court has resolved in favor of the Tribe in Ute VI1 and Ute VII.   
 
In both of those appeals, the Tenth Circuit issued strongly worded decisions that both the State of 
Utah and the District Court in Utah were continuing to wrongfully refuse to comply with the Tenth 
Circuit’s decision in Ute V based upon the State of Utah’s relentless and improper refusal to accept 
the federal court decisions.   
 
In Ute I, Judge Jenkins recognized that the whole of each parcel of split estate lands were Indian 
Country even though a non-Indian owned the surface.  He cited to a prior decision of the Solicitor 
for the United States Department of Interior discussed that the whole of the parcels were Indian 
Country because the United States had restored them to Indian Country in a “Restoration order” 
which the Department of the Interior issued in 1945.   
 
In Ute III, the Tenth Circuit also held that the split estate lands were Indian Country, and in Ute V, 
the Tenth Circuit did not reference split estate lands or issue any holding altering Ute III’s decision 
that split estate lands are Indian Country.  Based upon the fact that the whole of parcels of split 
estate lands were restored to Indian County status in the 1945 Restoration order, and the Tenth 
Circuit’s prior decisions, the Tribe expects the Tenth Circuit, yet again, will instruct the State and 
the District Court, to abide by the Tenth Circuit’s prior decisions.  

 
1 The prior decisions are: Ute Indian Tribe v. Utah (“Ute I”), 521 F. Supp. 1072 (D. Utah 1981), 
aff’d in part, rev’d in part, Ute Indian Tribe v. Utah (“Ute II”), 716 F.2d 1298 (10th Cir. 1983); 
rev’d in part, aff’d in part, Ute Indian Tribe v. State of Utah (Ute III), 773 F.2d 1087 (10th Cir. 
1985) (en banc); Ute Indian Tribe v. Utah (“Ute IV”), 935 F. Supp. 1473 (D. Utah 1996); Ute 
Indian Tribe of the Uintah & Ouray Reservation v. State of Utah (“Ute V”), 114 F.3d 1513 (10th 
Cir. 1997); Ute Indian Tribe v. Utah (“Ute VI”), 790 F.3d 1000 (10th Cir. 2015); and Ute Indian 
Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation v. Myton (“Ute VII”), 835 F.3d 1255 (10th Cir. 2016). 
 



 
 
About the Ute Indian Tribe—The Ute Indian Tribe resides on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation 
in northeastern Utah.  Three bands of Utes comprise the Ute Indian Tribe: the Whiteriver Band, 
the Un.0compahgre Band, and the Uintah Band.  The Tribe has a membership of more than three 
thousand individuals, with over half living on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation.  The Ute Indian 
Tribe operates its own Tribal government and oversees approximately 1.3 million acres of trust 
land, which contains significant oil and gas deposits.  The Tribal Business Committee is the 
governing council of the Tribe.    

 


