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Memorandum

To: All Companies Conducting Mineral Development Business Activities on tlie Uintah and

Ouray Reservation

From: Shaun Chapoose, Chairman
Ute Tribal Business Committee

Date: April 1, 2026

Re: Utah Federal District Court’s Decision on Split Estate Lands

As you may be aware, the U.S. District Comt for tire District of Utah recently ruled that split estate
surface lands within our exterior Reseiwation boundaries are not Indian country lands. While the
Tribe fully intends to appeal this decision, this Memorandum is intended to clarify the scope and
application of the court’s ruling as it relates to oi! and gas production and related commercial
activities on oui* Reservation.

As a starting point, the court’s decision applies only split estate lands, in which the Tribe owns the
mineral estate, but the surface estate is non-Indian owned fee land. Split estate lands comprise
only about 146,000 acres within a limited portion of the Uintah Valley Reservation, as conveyed
in the attached map. The court’s arling has no bearing whatsoever on non-split estate lands, where
the vast majority of oil and gas production on our Reservation takes place. In fact, the court
emphasized in its decision that the Reservation status of all other lands is settled by final decision
and that its decision on the split estate lands cannot possibly have broader application.

Even for oil and gas producers that do operate on split estate lands, the court’s decision does not

substantially impact the status quo as relates to Tribal jurisdiction and the application of Tribal
law. The Tribe’s mineral estate remains a part of its Reservation and falls under the inherent

sovereign autliority of the Tribal government Any company’s authorization to develop and
produce Tribal minerals is conditioned upon tlie Tribe’s consent, as memorialized thi-ough



exploration and development agreements, surface use agreements, and standalone lease
agreements. It is settled law that anyone who enters into this type of consensual relationship with
the Tribe falls within the Tribe’s regulatory purview. Further, the mineral estate remains the

dominant estate, and no state or local government agency is authorized to regulate surface lands
in any manner that impedes upon any person’s proprietary interest in the Tribal mineral estate.

The Business Corhinittee strongly encourages its’industry partners to refrai’h from taking any action
seeking to undermine or negate Tribal jurisdiction. TH^Tribe is only interested in maintaihihg
business relationships with industry partners who are committed to upholding and respecting
Tribal sovereignty.

Thrak you for your attention to this Memorandum.


