NEWS RELEASE—FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY ESCALATES ITS HOSTILITY
TOWARD TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY AND TRIBAL ENERGY DEVELOPMENT

Ft. Duchesne, UT, March 4, 2026

As the rest of the Trump Administration works to advance the President’s mission of achieving
energy dominance through domestic energy mineral production, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency has only doubled down on its crusade to seek and destroy fossil fuel production
on tribal lands. Nowhere is this more evident than in the EPA Region 8’s inspection and
enforcement activities on the Ute Indian Tribe’s Uintah and Ouray Reservation.

The Uintah and Ouray Reservation is located in the Uinta Basin of Northeastern Utah, one of the
most mineral-rich regions in the United States. The Ute Indian Tribe derives over 90% of its
government revenue from oil and gas production on Tribal lands. The Tribe is also keenly aware
of the adverse health impacts that unbridled production can have on local communities. Therefore,
the Tribe has always promoted responsible development on its Reservation.

Like any other agency of the United States, EPA has a trust responsibility to the Tribe, which
includes fiduciary obligation to uphold and protect Tribal sovereignty. But EPA Region 8 has
historically disregarded the Tribe’s sovereignty when conducting Clean Air Act inspection and
enforcement actions on Ute Tribal lands, refusing to consult with the Tribe when issuing fines and
other enforcement measures on Tribal lands and dismissing Tribal input on remedies appropriately
tailored to promoting localized conservation and mitigation efforts spearheaded by the Tribe, in
favor of severe fines designed to punish producers rather than promote sustainable solutions.

In a departure from all other federal agencies that perform official functions on the Uintah and
Ouray Reservation, EPA also categorically refuses to obtain a Tribal access permit before entering
the Tribe’s lands, flouting a basic ministerial process duly adopted by the Tribe as a sovereign.

In 2023, after years of negotiation, EPA Region 8§ entered into a Memorandum of Agreement
(“MOA”) with the Tribe, in which the Tribe agreed to lift its access permit requirements as applied
to EPA inspection and enforcement activities, so long as EPA consults with the Tribe and
prioritizes Tribal input when developing remedies for Clean Air Act violations on Tribal lands.
This MOA, which the Tribe believed to be a cornerstone moment marking a collaborative
government-to-government relationship with EPA, has been anything but. Instead, EPA has not
only ignored its commitments under the MOA but has gone on the offensive, openly repudiating
Tribal sovereignty, threatening legal action against the Tribe for merely regulating the process for
nonmember access to Tribal lands, and refusing to meet with Tribal leadership on these critical
issues.

“EPA’s course of conduct is reprehensible and a national disgrace,” says Ute Tribal Business
Committee Chairman Shaun Chapoose. “What we’re seeing is a rogue agency grasping for power,
no matter the cost. Our Tribe should never have to protect its sovereignty from its federal trustee,



and our Tribe should certainly never have to field threats of legal action from its federal trustee for
simply regulating the process for accessing our Reservation homeland.”

Region 8’s recent conduct comes amid a significant rollback in EPA’s regulatory authority under
the current administration. This includes EPA’s own February 18, 2026, Final Rule rescinding its
2009 “Endangerment Finding,” on the public threat posed by greenhouse gas emissions,
reorienting the Agency away from what EPA Administrator Lee Zeldin described as an
“ideological crusade” on climate change that “strangled entire sectors of the United States
economy, particularly the auto industry.” Incongruently, EPA pushes forward on its own
ideological crusade: to disavow Tribal sovereignty, undermine the Tribe’s efforts to promote
responsible development on Tribal lands, and phase out fossil fuel production on Tribal lands.

About the Ute Indian Tribe—The Ute Indian Tribe resides on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation
in northeastern Utah. Three bands of Utes comprise the Ute Indian Tribe: the Whiteriver Band,
the Uncompahgre Band, and the Uintah Band. The Tribe has a membership of more than three
thousand individuals, with over half living on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation. The Ute Indian
Tribe operates its own Tribal government and oversees approximately 1.3 million acres of trust
land, which contains significant oil and gas deposits. The Tribal Business Committee is the
governing council of the Tribe.



