Ute Indian Tribe Business Committee Meets with Department of Interior Officials and
Congressional Representatives in Washington, D.C. to Address Law Enforcement and NEPA
Reform Initiative

On November 12 and 13, 2025 the Business Committee attended Federal Agency and Congressional
meetings in Washington D.C. along with the Indigenous Cannabis Industry Association Conference
where they met with representatives of the cannabis industry. They held several meetings with federal
agency officials and congressional representatives on tribal oil and gas production, law enforcement
and social security.

The Business Committee met with the House Natural Resource Committee Chairman Congressman
Westerman’s office, the sponsor of the “SPEED Act.” This legislative proposal will help to streamline
the oil and gas permitting process on tribal lands and give tribes more control over the way their natural
resources are protected. Later in the afternoon, the Business Committee met with representatives of
the Utah Congressional delegation office to secure support for those proposals.

The Business Committee met with Department of Interior Deputy Assistant Secretary Charlie
Addington to discuss the serious understaffing of the Tribe’s law enforcement program and ways to
improve it. The Business Committee also met with Department of Interior Deputy Assistant Secretary
Kennis Bellmard to ensure that the Assistant Secretary’s Office is still working diligently with the
Social Security Administration to ensure that SSI benefits are not improperly withheld based on Tribal
oil and gas trust resource revenue.

Finally, on Thursday, November 13", the delegation met with Utah Senator Curtis’ office, to discuss
Congressman Westerman’s proposed SPEED Act legislation to explain how its provisions would
improve oil and gas production on the Reservation, and secure their support for the legislation.



