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UTERO – Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) 

What is UTERO? 

UTERO stands for the Ute Tribe Employment Rights Office. UTERO is responsible for enforcing the Tribe’s Indian 
Preference and employment rights laws under UTERO Ordinance 18-004 within the Uintah & Ouray Indian 
Reservation and its exterior boundaries. 

What mandates UTERO? 

UTERO Ordinance 18-004 and the inherent sovereign authority of the Ute Indian Tribe mandate UTERO.  

What is UTERO Ordinance 18-004? 

UTERO Ordinance 18-004 is the Tribal law that establishes UTERO and outlines Indian Preference requirements, 
licensing and permitting standards, compliance obligations, enforcement authority, and due process procedures 
for companies operating within the Uintah & Ouray Indian Reservation and its exterior boundaries. 

Who oversees UTERO? 

UTERO is overseen by the UTERO Commission, which implements and enforces the Ordinance under the Tribe’s 
inherent sovereign authority. 

What is the UTERO Commission? 

The UTERO Commission is a Business Committee appointed body that provides oversight of UTERO enforcement 
activities. The Commission reviews compliance matters, hears meeting requests and appeals, and makes 
determinations as authorized under UTERO Ordinance 18-004. 

What is the Ute Indian Tribe Business Committee? 

The Ute Indian Tribe Business Committee is the Tribe’s governing body responsible for overseeing the Ute Indian 
Tribe.  

Why does UTERO exist? 

UTERO exists to protect employment, training, contracting, and subcontracting opportunities for qualified Tribal 
members, while ensuring companies operating on Tribal lands comply with UTERO Ordinance 18-004. 
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What is Indian Preference? 

Indian Preference is a UTERO Ordinance 18-004 requirement that qualified Tribal members are given priority 
for employment, training, contracting, and subcontracting opportunities when work is performed within the 
Uintah & Ouray Indian Reservation and its exterior boundaries. 

What is a UTERO license? 

A UTERO license authorizes a company to operate within the Uintah & Ouray Indian Reservation and its exterior 
boundaries. Licenses must be valid, current, and carried in company vehicles while work is being performed. 

What is an access permit? 

An access permit is required for company vehicles and personnel accessing Tribal lands for work purposes. 
Access permits must be current and available upon request during inspections. 

What is a business license? 

A UTERO business license authorizes a company to conduct business within the Uintah & Ouray Indian 
Reservation and its exterior boundaries. Business licenses must be current and carried in company vehicles while 
work is being performed. 

Is a UTERO license and a business license the same? 

No. A business license and a UTERO license are not the same and serve different purposes. To perform work on 
the Uintah & Ouray Indian Reservation and its exterior boundaries, any company, contractor, subcontractor, or 
employer must have a valid UTERO license, an approved business license, and a current access permit. All 
required licenses and permits must be obtained prior to performing work and maintained in good standing while 
operating on Tribal lands. 

Where can I get a business license and an access permit? 

Business licenses and access permits are issued through the Energy and Minerals Department. The Energy and 
Minerals department is located in the same building as the UTERO Department.   

Where is UTERO located? 

UTERO is located on the Uintah & Ouray Indian Reservation in Fort Duchesne, Utah. For the current office 
address, hours of operation, and contact information, please visit the Contact Us section of the UTERO website 
or contact the UTERO office directly. 
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Who must comply with UTERO requirements? 

Any company, contractor, subcontractor, or employer performing work within the Uintah & Ouray Indian 
Reservation or its exterior boundaries must comply with UTERO requirements, including licensing, access 
permits, and Indian Preference obligations. 

What happens if a company is not compliant? 

Failure to comply with UTERO Ordinance 18-004 may result in citations, fines, license suspension or revocation, 
or other enforcement actions as authorized by the Ordinance. 

Does UTERO conduct inspections? 

Yes. UTERO Compliance Officers conduct site visits, vehicle inspections, audits, and investigations to ensure 
compliance with licensing, access permits, and Indian Preference requirements. 

How do I request a meeting or appeal a UTERO decision? 

Companies and individuals may submit a UTERO Commission Meeting Request in accordance with the 
Ordinance. Requests and appeal forms are available on the UTERO website or through the UTERO office. 

How can a complaint be reported? 

Companies and individuals may submit a UTERO Complaint Form and email it to utero@utetribe.com or bring 
it into the UTERO office. Complaint Forms are available on the UTERO website or through the UTERO office. 

Where can I get more information? 

For forms, licensing requirements, meeting requests, or additional guidance, please contact the UTERO office at 
(435) 725-7086 or utero@utetribe.com 
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