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FORT DUCHESNE, UTAH – The Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation (the 
“Tribe”) proudly announces the appointments of two of its esteemed Business Committee 
members, Councilman Julius T. Murray and Councilwoman Percel Cesspooch, to leadership 
positions within the National Congress of American Indians (“NCAI”) Western Region Caucus.  

Councilman Murray and Councilwoman Cesspooch have been appointed as the Western Region 
Caucus Vice President and Alternate, respectively, where they will champion the interests and 
priorities of the entire Western Region in national tribal policy discussions.  
 
The appointments highlight the Ute Indian Tribe's continued commitment to vigorous inter-tribal 
advocacy, particularly on critical issues such as resource development and sovereign rights. 
Both appointees bring significant leadership experience including on the Ute Tribal Business 
Committee, the Tribe’s governing council, and are regularly involved in high-level discussions 
with other tribal stakeholders and the federal government on policies impacting tribal nations. 
 
The Tribe's leadership has been consistently active in Washington D.C., advocating for increased 
tribal control over oil and gas production and securing valuable water rights. Their new roles within 
NCAI, one of the oldest American Indian and Alaska Native organization in the United States, will 
further strengthen their ability to influence national policy on a government-to-government level. 
 
About the Ute Indian Tribe—The Ute Indian Tribe resides on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation 
in northeastern Utah.  Three bands of Utes comprise the Ute Indian Tribe: the Whiteriver Band, 
the Uncompahgre Band, and the Uintah Band.  The Tribe has a membership of more than three 
thousand individuals, with over half living on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation.  The Ute Indian 
Tribe operates its own government and oversees approximately 1.3 million acres of trust land.   
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