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FORT DUCHESNE, UTAH — The Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation (the 
"Tribe") has just filed a federal lawsuit in the U.S. District Court for the District of Colorado 
against Colorado Governor Jared Polis, and the Directors of the Colorado Department of Natural 
Resources and Colorado Parks & Wildlife, challenging the constitutionality and discriminatory 
application of Colorado House Bill 25-1163, now C.R.S. § 33-12-103.8, by denying the Tribe 
equal access to their homelands where generations of Tribal families have accessed these forests. 

The lawsuit, filed Friday, December 19, 2025, comes after the Tribe had previously condemned 
the legislation in May 2025 as perpetuating “cultural and historical genocide” and follows the 
Colorado General Assembly's refusal to incorporate the Tribe into the bill, despite proposed 
amendments and formal requests by the Tribe denoting the Tribe’s rich cultural ties and continuous 
connections to these lands. 
The complaint alleges that the legislation, which grants free state park access only to the Southern 
Ute Indian Tribe and the Ute Mountain Ute Tribe, unlawfully excludes the Ute Indian Tribe, 
despite that the majority of the lands covered by this legislation fall within the historic aboriginal 
territory of bands that  today comprise the Tribe. The allegations include violations of multiple 
federal laws, the U.S. Constitution, and the Brunot Agreement, a federal agreement signed by all 
Ute bands which reserved the right of Ute Indians to hunt, fish, and gather in the ceded lands that 
now include Colorado State Parks. The exclusion in the bill places an undue burden on Tribal 
members’ access to sacred sites in their traditional homelands.  
The Ute people are the oldest continuous residents of what is now the State of Colorado. However, 
the Ute Indian Tribe's bands were forcibly removed from these homelands to the Uintah and Ouray 
Reservation at gunpoint in 1880, an injustice the legislation refused to reconcile with, and which 
forced the Tribe to seek justice to again stave off attempts at their historical erasure from the area.  
Tribal Chairman Shaun Chapoose did not mince words on the impending litigation: "Colorado's 
parks bill is a broken promise codified into law. It is shameful. It acknowledges the profound ties 
to our homelands while demanding our exiled Tribe pay an entrance fee to visit our own sacred 
grounds from which they drove us. We will not stand idly by and pay for the same privilege to 
access our places to pray, to hunt, to fish, we will not be erased by Colorado from these lands."  

The lawsuit seeks a judicial declaration that the bill, codified at C.R.S. § 33-12-103.8, must be 
revised to include the Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation. 
 
About the Ute Indian Tribe — The Ute Indian Tribe resides on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation 
in northeastern Utah.  Three bands of Utes comprise the Ute Indian Tribe: the Whiteriver Band, 
the Uncompahgre Band, and the Uintah Band.  The Tribe has a membership of more than three 
thousand individuals, with over half living on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation.  The Ute Indian 
Tribe operates its own government and oversees approximately 1.3 million acres of trust land.   


