
NEWS RELEASE- FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
  
UTE INDIAN TRIBE BUSINESS COMMITTEE SETS RECORD STRAIGHT ABOUT 
INCIDENT AT ANNUAL TRIBAL POWWOW 
 
Ft. Duchesne, UT   July 8, 2025 
  
The Ute Indian Tribe Business Committee of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation wishes to inform 
the public regarding rumors circulating that an individual armed with an AR-15 assault rifle was 
present at the Tribe’s PowWow. This information is false. In fact, an individual with a BB gun was 
apprehended and taken into custody, and no one was harmed.  At no time during the PowWow 
were any lives at risk.       
 
About the Ute Indian Tribe - The Ute Indian Tribe resides on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation in northeastern 
Utah.  Three bands of Utes comprise the Ute Indian Tribe: the Whiteriver Band, the Uncompahgre Band, and the 
Uintah Band. The Tribe has a membership of more than three thousand individuals, with over half living on the 
Uintah and Ouray Reservation. The Ute Indian Tribe operates its own tribal government and oversees significant 
oil and gas deposits on its 4.5 million-acre Reservation.  The Tribal Business Committee is the governing council 
of the Tribe. 
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