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FORT DUCHESNE, UTAH – Following the progression of Colorado House Bill 25-1163 
through the state legislature, including passage in the House, the Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah 
and Ouray Reservation reiterates its formal challenge to the legislation as was relayed to the State 
of Colorado.  The Tribe contests the bill based on its thinly veiled attempts to erase Ute Indian 
Tribe history and its infringement upon the Tribe's inherent sovereignty and treaty rights. 

The Tribe previously submitted formal proposed amendments to the bill's sponsors and the 
Colorado administration, seeking acknowledgment and inclusion of the Ute Indian Tribe of the 
Uintah and Ouray Reservation.  The Tribe notes that HB 25-1163 advanced without incorporating 
these specific proposals and without response to a letter detailing the Tribe’s history.  While the 
bill includes provisions for future outreach to various tribal entities by state agencies, the Tribe 
asserts this does not substitute for meaningful consultation regarding the current legislation or 
address the specific concerns it has raised regarding the Tribe’s culture and history in the area.    

The basis for the Tribe's challenge includes the assertion that the legislation, particularly in 
granting state park access only to its sister tribes, the Southern Ute and Ute Mountain Ute Tribes 
while excluding the Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah and Ouray Reservation, disregards the Tribe's 
deep historical connection and presence in its ancestral homelands across Colorado and seeks to 
employ the oldest trick in the colonial handbook "divide and conquer” amongst these three historic 
stewards of this territory.  With a connection predating the State itself, evidenced by its connections 
to these lands where members have lived, hunted and fished since time immemorial, the Tribe 
again faces Colorado trampling federally protected treaty rights within the Brunot area. 

The Tribe views the progression of HB 25-1163 without adequate consultation or inclusion as 
contrary to principles of respect for tribal sovereignty and government-to-government relations or 
worse – an attempt at further erasure.  The Tribe affirms its position challenging the bill and its 
potential impacts on the Tribe's heritage, rights, history and cultural presence within Colorado. 

For Tribal members, these lands have a long story, long before the bloody 1800s when Colorado 
marched the Tribe from their lands at gunpoint.  As Business Committee Chairman Julius T. 
Murray, III, states “by further expanding access to public parks without considering the process 
for how these places need to exist is an offense to the Ute Indian Tribe and all our people.” 

About the Ute Indian Tribe—The Ute Indian Tribe resides on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation 
in northeastern Utah.  Three bands of Utes comprise the Ute Indian Tribe: the Whiteriver Band, 
the Uncompahgre Band, and the Uintah Band.  The Tribe has a membership of more than three 
thousand individuals, with over half living on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation.  The Ute Indian 
Tribe operates its own Tribal government and oversees approximately 1.3 million acres of trust 
land.  The Tribal Business Committee is the governing council of the Tribe.    


