
Ute Indian Tribe Business Committee Meets with Federal Government and Congressional 

Representatives in Washington D.C. to Advance Ute Indian Tribe Priorities  

From April 1st to April 4th, 2025, Business Committee Vice-Chairman Christopher Tabee, 

Councilman Michael Natchees and Councilman Cleveland Murray traveled to Washington, D.C., 

to meet with representatives of the United States Federal Government and Congress. 

The Business Committee attended key meetings with the new Trump Administration and the 

Utah Congressional delegation.  In so doing, they became one of the first tribes in the United 

States to meet with the Department of the Interior’s new Acting Assistant Secretary for Indian 

Affairs and the Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA’s) new Director of International and 

Native Affairs.  The meetings centered around a detailed discussion of oil and gas production on 

the Uintah and Ouray Reservation.   

At both meetings the tribal delegation advocated for placing increased oil and gas production 

oversight and management on the Reservation in the hands of the Ute Indian Tribe and 

increasing the involvement of the Tribe in EPA ‘s enforcement of federal environmental 

regulations on or near the Reservation. Both meetings were highly productive, as neither of these 

new Trump appointees were aware of the key production issues facing the Ute Indian Tribe or 

the key role that it plays in the Utah and national economy.  Both representatives came away 

pledging increased tribal involvement when key oil and gas decisions are made by the new 

Trump Administration. 

Along with these meetings, the delegation also met with the Offices of Senators Curtis and Lee, 

Congressman Kennedy and Maloy and the U.S. Senate Indian Affairs Committee (SCIA) to 

discuss the recent terminations and retirements of BIA staff working in oil and gas related 

positions at the BIA’s Agency Office at Fort Duchesne.  All of those congressional offices were 

supportive of the need to speed up oil and gas permitting on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation 

and pledged to take the actions necessary to accomplish that. 

 The Senate Indian Affairs Committee (SCIA) Representative also noted that they are talking an 

upcoming SCIA hearing on Indian oil and gas to advance the Ute Indian Tribe and Indian energy 

development priorities.   



Business Committee Member Cleveland Murray, Acting Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs Scott Davis, Business 
Committee Vice Chairman Christopher Tabbee, Business Committee Member Mike Natchees and Counselor to the 
Assistant Secretary Kennis Bellmard, left to right.



Business Committee Member Mike Natchees, Business Committee Vice Chairman Christopher Tabbee and 
Business Committee Member Cleveland Murray at the Department of Interior Headquarters, left to right.



Business Committee Vice Chairman Christopher Tabbee, Senator Bernie Sanders, Business Committee Member 
Cleveland Murray and Business Committee Member Mike Natchees, left to right.



Business Committee Member Mike Natchees, Business Committee Vice Chairman Christopher Tabbee and Business 
Committee Member Cleveland Murray in the Senate Hearing Room, left to right.



Business Committee Member Mike Natchees, EPA Office of International and Tribal Affairs Director Victoria Tran 
and Business Committee Member Cleveland Murray, left to right.




