Ute Indian Tribe Business Committee Goes to Washington to Advocate for Oil & Gas Jobs

From Wednesday, February 26", 2025, to Friday, February 28", 2025, the Ute Indian Tribe
Business Committee traveled to Washington, D.C., to testify at the House Interior and Related
Agencies Appropriations Subcommittee hearings on the Bureau of Indian Affairs (“BIA”) Fiscal
Year 2025 and 2026 budgets and federal policies for the BIA’s Uintah and Ouray Agency office.

At the February 27" hearing, the Business Committee advocated for the reinstatement of
seven (7) Bureau of Indian Affairs jobs at the Uintah and Ouray Agency, all of which are critical
to the approvals of expanded oil and gas drilling rights on the Reservation. The Business
Committee also advocated for an approval of a tribal/federal agreement (“TERA”) which would
grant the Tribe increased approval authority over new oil and gas drilling permits.
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Councilman Michael Natchees testifying
before the House Appropriations Committee.

Throughout February 27" and February 28" the Business Committee met with the Offices
of Senators Lee and Curtis, Congresswoman Maloy, representatives of the Senate Indian
Affairs Committee, the House Subcommittee on Indian Affairs, and the Senate Energy Committee
to discuss those same issues. The Utah Congressional delegation, as well as the staff of both the
Senate and House Committees, were receptive to the Committee’s suggestions and committed to
talking to the Department of the Interior and the White House about changes in Agency policy.

Both the House and Senate Indian Affairs Committees’ staff advised the Ute Indian Tribe’s
Business Committee that they are looking at the possibility of future Congressional hearings on
Indian oil and gas and agreed to attempt to place the Tribe on their future witness lists. They also
noted that they would welcome Ute Indian Tribe suggestions for changes in existing law and policy
that would speed up the oil and gas production process on tribal land. Those ideas are currently
being worked on by the Tribal Business Committee. The Business Committee is committed to
making sure these promises from these members of Congress and their committees are carried out.



