
IDENTIFYING NATIVE AND NON-NATIVE FISH 
 
 
Native Coldwater Sportfish 
 
 
Colorado River Cutthroat Trout 

Cutthroat trout are easily identified by the crimson slash on underside of the jaw. 
Colorado River cutthroat are known for bright colored bodies, with spots 
concentrated towards the tail. 
 

Mountain Whitefish 
 

The mountain whitefish has an overall silver coloration, with a white belly and 
bronze back. It’s most distinctive feature is its curiously pointed, upturned snout  
and small mouth.  
 

 
Non-Native Sportfish 
 
 
Brook Trout (female) 

 
Brook trout are characterized by their red spots inside blue circles. Another 
distinguishing feature is the light wavy marks on the back, and the white and  
black stripes along the front edge of each of the lower fins.  

Brook Trout (male) 

 
The male brook trout has the same characteristics as the female, but with much  
brighter colors and a deeper body.  
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
Brown Trout 

 
Brown trout are known for their golden brown bodies and yellow stomachs. 
The males can have bright red spots surrounded by blue. Dark brown spots 
are consistent along the upper half of the body.  

Lake Trout 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lake trout are often very silvery and spotted with lighter gray spots, which 
on large fish can occasionally be difficult to see. The tail fin is deeply forked. 

 
 
 
 
Rainbow Trout 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rainbow trout are distinguished by a bright pink horizontal band along the side. 
They have a back that is olive to greenish gray in color with silvery sides. Black 
spots are present along the head, back and sides, and the nose is blunted. 

Tiger Trout 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tiger trout is a cross between a brown trout and a brook trout. It has unique mottled 
lines all over its body that resemble a tiger. The belly is orange in color. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Kokanee Salmon (normal colors) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kokanee salmon are bright silvery fish with no definitive spotting pattern.  
In normal colors they have a dark blue back with silvery sides. They also 
have a deeply forked tail.   

Kokanee Salmon (spawning colors) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In spawning colors, the body will turn from silver to orange/deep red, and the 
male develops a hump on the back, elongated head, and hooked jaw. 
 

 
 
 
 
Walleye 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Walleye are known for their large sharp teeth. They are generally olive and gold 
in color with a white stomach. They have large eyes and sharp spines in the dorsal 
fin.  

Yellow Perch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Yellow perch is yellowish in color. It has large dark vertical bands that extend  
onto its sides. It has two separate dorsal fins. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Northern Pike 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Northern Pike are a long-bodied predatory fish, with a pointed snout and large teeth. 
They are most often olive green, shading from yellow to white. They have lighter 
dot-like markings along the body.  
 

Channel Catfish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Channel Catfish are distinguished by their long whisker-like organs around their 
mouth. They have a broad, flat head, and a slender body. They are scaleless, smooth 
skinned, and range from olive to light blue in color with black speckles on the sides. 
It has a forked tail, and strong, sharp spines in the dorsal and pectoral fin. 

 
 
 
 
Smallmouth Bass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Smallmouth bass are easily distinguished from largemouth by the dark vertical 
bars on the side of their body and that extend from their eye. They are normally  
dark olive or brown on their backs, and their sides and belly are lighter and 
yellowish. The eye is reddish in color.  
 
 
 

Largemouth Bass 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Largemouth bass have large heads and mouths. The upper body is mostly green 
in color, and the belly is white. There is often a dark stripe that extends the length 
of the body. The eye is brown.  
 
 
 

  



 
Green Sunfish 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Green Sunfish bodies are golden-green in color, sometimes with metallic green 
flecks on the body and striations on the face. The fins have a yellowish trim.  
 

 
Bluegill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bluegill are shorter, deep-bodied fish. The body is green in color and often has dark 
vertical bars. Sometimes there may be some blue and orange coloration on the body.

 
 
Sensitive and Endangered Species 
 
Bluehead Sucker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bluehead Sucker are known for the blue coloration on their heads. They are a 
bottom dwelling species with a mouth modified to scrape algae from the surface of 
rocks. Adults can reach a length of 16 inches. They are on the Utah Sensitive 
Species List and should be released immediately if captured.  
 
 
 
 

Flannelmouth Sucker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Flannelmouth Sucker can live up to 30 years, and can reach a length of 30 inches. 
Their lips are large and fleshy, and coloration can range from light tan to dark 
brown. They are on the Utah Sensitive Species List and should be released 
immediately if captured.  
 
 
 
 



 
Razorback Sucker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Razorback Sucker has a dark, brownish-green upper body with a yellow to white 
colored stomach. It has a bony hump on its back. It can grow up to 36 inches in 
length and weigh up to 13 pounds. It is listed as an endangered species and should 
be released immediately if captured.  
 
 
 

Colorado Pikeminnow 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Colorado Pikeminnow have a torpedo shaped body and a large, toothless mouth. 
The tail fin is large and deeply forked. It historically could grow over six feet and 
reach weights of up to 100 pounds. It is listed as an endangered species and should 
be released immediately if captured.   
 
 
 

 
 
Bonytail Chub 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bonytail Chub have a streamlined body with a small head and a slight hump on the 
back. Their tail is long and extremely narrow. They can grow up to two feet in 
length and weigh more than two pounds. It is listed as an endangered species and 
should be released immediately if captured.  

Roundtail Chub 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roundtail Chub are similar to trout in appearance and behavior. They have olive 
colored backs and silver sides. They can grow up to 20 inches in length. They are  
on the Utah Sensitive Species List and should be released immediately if captured. 

 
 
 
 
 


