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Ute Indian Tribe Business Committee Attends 2025 National Congress of American Indians 
Executive Council Winter Session and Meets with Federal Government Representatives 

From Sunday, February 9th, to Friday, February 14th, 2025, Business Committee Chairman 
Julius Murray and Councilman Cleveland Murray traveled to Washington, D.C., to attend the 2025 
NCAI Executive Council Winter Session and meet with representatives of the United States 
Federal Government. 

  

 

The Business Committee attended the “State of Native Nations” address from NCAI 
President Mark Macarro, who discussed how the organization can move forward under the new 
Administration with preserving tribal soveriegnty, protecting federal funds owed to tribes through 
trust and treaty obligations, and creating strategic partnerships among tribes to assert those rights.  

 
The Business Committee attended discussions with Minnesota Congresswoman Betty 

McCollum and New Jersey Congressman Frank Pallone at NCAI, two long-time advocates for 
tribal soveriegnty in Congress.  Both of them outlined their plans to protect and preserve the trust 
and treaty obligations of the federal government to tribes.  The Business Committee attended the 
NCAI Youth Commission and Center for Native American Youth reception and met with emerging  
Native youth leaders to hear their stories. 

  
The Business Committee heard from newly appointed Secretary of the Interior, Doug 

Burgum, who came to speak to tribal leaders at the Executive Session.  Secretary Burgum outlined 
his plan to increase tribal energy production and boost the economies of Tribal Nations through 
his many years of collaoration with tribes as North Dakota’s governor.  The Business Committee 
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was pleased with the discussion and looks forward to working further with the Department of the 
Interior to advance their goals of growing as leaders in Tribal energy production.   

 
The Senate Committee on Indian Affairs’ also held an oversight hearing to Examine Native 

Communities Priorities for the 119th Congress.  At the hearing, Native organizations from around 
the country provided direction to the Committee on their priorities under the new Administration 
with specific focus on increased funding for tribal law enforcmeent, the Indian Health Service, and 
Agency tribal advisory committees  

 
The Business Committee held several meeting with Senators, Congressmen, and 

Committee staff as part of their trip to Wasington D.C.  The Business Committee met with the 
Senate Energy Committee to discuss legislative proposals for streamlining Tribal energy 
development.  The Committee was very receptive and will be working with Utah Senator Mike 
Lee to further consider the Tribe’s legislative priorities.  

 

 

The Business Committee also met with Utah Senator John Curtis, who was equally 
enthusiastic about working on the Tribe’s proposals for Indian energy development.  Furthermore, 
Senator Curtis enthusiastically accepted an invitation to organize a Utah Senate and Congressional 
delegation to visit the Uintah and Ouray Reservation.  Senator Curtis agreed to organize a trip later 
this year that would allow Utah’s federal leaders an opportunity to see and understand the 
impressive work of the Ute Indian Tribe’s energy development initiatives. 

The Business Committee meets with staffers 
from the Senate Energy Committee 
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The Business Committee also met with newly elected Utah Congressman Mike Kennedy, 

who replaced now-Senator John Curtis in his former role and position.  Congressman Kennedy 
was openly enthusiastic about working with the Ute Indian Tribe and pledged to be a strong 
advocate of the Tribe’s priorities in Congress.  

 

 
The Business Committee met with Oklahoma Senator, and member of the Cherokee 

Nation, Markwayne Mullin.  Senator Mullin’s staff was very excited to hear about the Tribe’s 
energy development proposals, and specifically backed the Business Committee’s goal for the Ute 
Indian Tribe to become the first Tribal Nation ever to reach a Tribal Energy Resources Agreement 
with the federal government to allow the Tribe to take hold of the regulatory authority of their own 
energy production.   

The Business Committee meets with Utah Senator 
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The Business Committee also met with Utah Congresswoman Celeste Maloy to discuss 
her recently proposed water rights legislation as well as other energy development priorities.  

 
 
 

 
Finally, the Business Committee met with Congressman Frank Pallone, a ranking member 

of the House Energy and Commerce Committee, to discuss how the Tribe’s plan to expand Tribal 
energy production in a sustainable manner that is accountable to local concerns.  Congressman 
Pallone’s staff also indicated that he would be interested in coming to tour the Tribe’s energy 
production and get to know the basin.  Overall, the Business Committee had a successful trip 
engaging with tribal leaders and government officials at the NCAI Executive Council Winter 
Session and engaging with Federal Congressional representatives on Tribal priorities to be 
addressed with the new Administration.  
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