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LANDMARK COURT VICTORY DELIVERS SWEEPING WIN IN UTE INDIAN TRIBE 
OF THE UINTAH AND OURAY RESERVATION V. LYNN D. BECKER 

Ft. Duchesne, UT December 18, 2024 

On November 26, 2024, the Ute Indian Tribal Court ruled that the Ute Indian Tribe of the Uintah 
and Ouray Reservation can proceed with all its claims against Lynn Becker, a former contract 
employee, and that Mr. Becker cannot proceed with any of his claims against the Tribe, all of which 
the Court dismissed on multiple grounds.   

Lynn Becker worked as a contract Director of the Tribe’s Energy and Minerals Department from 
March 2004 through October 2007.  Five years later, in 2012, Mr. Becker filed suit against the 
Tribe, alleging that the Tribe owed him more than 7-million dollars in oil/gas proceeds which he 
claimed were owed under the terms of his contract.  To date, Becker has filed three separate 
lawsuits against the Tribe, both in federal court and Utah state court.  To date, the Tribe has 
prevailed in all of these lawsuits.  The Tenth Circuit ruled in 2022 that neither the federal courts 
nor the Utah state court has jurisdiction over this case.   

The Ute Indian Tribal Court ruled in 2018 that Mr. Becker’s contract with the Tribe is void because 
it was not federally approved, which is required both by federal law and under the Tribe’s 
Constitution.  That left the Tribe’s claims against Mr. Becker for fraud and theft.  The Tribe alleges 
that Mr. Becker grossly mismanaged the Tribe’s oil and gas trust resources, causing millions of 
dollars in damages to the Tribe, and that he unlawfully enriched himself by claiming an ownership 
interest in those trust assets.  Also remaining were Mr. Becker’s claims against the Tribe, claims 
grounded in his illegal contract demanding payment from the Tribe of what he now claims is over 
10 million dollars.   

In these latest decisions, the Ute Indian Tribal Court made three primary rulings: (1) that Mr. 
Becker may not go forward with any of his claims against the Tribe, (2) that the Tribe may go 
forward with all of its claims against Mr. Becker, and (3) that the Tribe may rely on the testimony 
of all of its experts in supporting its claims (Mr. Becker had sought to disqualify all of the Tribe’s 
experts).  This expert testimony is critical.  It sets out in detail the mismanagement, fraud and self-
dealing Mr. Becker is alleged to have engaged in while serving as Director of the Tribe’s Energy 
and Minerals Department.  

Ute Tribal Business Committee Chairman Julius T. Murray, III, hailed the Ute Indian Tribal Court 
rulings, saying, “This is an important victory for tribal sovereignty and tribal resource development 
and protection—individuals are now on notice that they cannot unlawfully share in the proceeds 
from the Tribe’s development of its mineral estate.” 
 
“These decisions remind us that sovereignty is not just a word on paper,” Chairman Murray said. 
“It is both a protection of and a means to actively defend our natural resources.” 
  
These rulings decided all outstanding motions filed in this case, greatly strengthening the Tribe’s 
position.  Currently no trial date is set.  



 

 

About the Ute Indian Tribe-The Ute Indian Tribe resides on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation 
in northeastern Utah.  Three bands of Utes comprise the Ute Indian Tribe: the Whiteriver Band, 
the Uncompahgre Band and the Uintah Band.  The Tribe has a membership of more than three 
thousand individuals, with over half living on the Uintah and Ouray Reservation.  The Ute Indian 
Tribe operates its own tribal government and oversees approximately 1.3 million acres of trust 
land which contains significant oil and gas deposits.  The Tribal Business Committee is the 
governing council of the Tribe.    
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